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Cartel proceedings against Pano Verschluss GmbH dismissed

In the cartel investigation "Metal Closures" against several manufacturers of metal packaging, the Federal Cartel
Office has now closed the investigation against the company Pano Verschluss GmbH from Itzehoe, Schleswig-
Holstein. Dr. Maxim Kleine, antitrust law expert and partner at GORG Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwélten mbB,
had successfully defended Pano Verschluss GmbH with his team since the search in October 2015.

In October 2015, the German Federal Cartel Office had conducted the search of Pano before the proceedings
were then continued by the European Commission in 2019 and have now been concluded. Unlike other
manufacturers under investigation, lawyer Kleine, representing Pano, denied the allegations of antitrust violations
from the outset. During the period concerned by the cartel allegations, the company had relied on PVC-free
closures at an early stage and significantly earlier than competitors had, thus setting itself apart from most of its
competitors at a very early stage.

After almost seven years of investigations, the proceedings against Pano Verschluss GmbH have now been
discontinued without imposing a fine or any other conditions. It is thus clear that the suspicion of involvement in
antitrust restraints of competition against the company was unfounded.
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About Pano Verschluss GmbH

Pano Verschluss GmbH is a provider of sustainable solutions for the secure closing of glass containers in the food
industry. The product range includes high-quality PVC-free rotary cam closures, snap-on closures and disposable
closures, resealable two-piece cans as well as jar sealing machines including feeding systems and vacuum
detectors.
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About GORG

GORG is one of Germany'’s leading and independent business law firms.

With more than 300 lawyers and tax advisors in Berlin, Cologne, Frankfurt am Main, Hamburg and Munich, we advise well-known domestic and
foreign businesses from all areas of industry, banking, real estate, trade, media and services on all core areas of business law.

Our Offices

GORG Partnerschaft von Rechtsanwélten mbB

BERLIN HAMBURG

KantstraBe 164, 10623 Berlin Alter Wall 20 — 22, 20457 Hamburg

Phone +49 30 884503-0, Fax +49 30 882715-0 Phone +49 40 500360-0, Fax +49 40 500360-99
COLOGNE MUNICH

Kennedyplatz 2, 50679 Cologne Prinzregentenstral3e 22, 80538 Munich

Phone +49 221 33660-0, Fax +49 221 33660-80 Phone +49 89 3090667-0, Fax +49 89 3090667-90

FRANKFURT AM MAIN
UlmenstraBe 30, 60325 Frankfurt am Main
Phone +49 69 170000-17, Fax +49 69 170000-27




